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AACC Purpose

¥ The WestEd/CRESST AACC is part of a new federal technical
assistance system that includes four other content comprehensive
centers, 16 Regional Comprehensive Centers (RCCs), the regional
education laboratories, and research and technical assistance centers
focusing on the NCLB goal of academic proficiency for all students,
and particularly on the needs of students with disabilities and English
language learners (ELLs).

¥  The AACC provides to RCCs and States, and through them, to local
districts and schools, the best knowledge and research-based
resources to improve the development, implementation, revision, and
evaluation of their assessment and accountability systems.



AACC High-Leverage Indicators:
Products and Services

¥ High quality in terms of grounding in sound technical theory,
research, and practical experiences

 

¥ High relevance that is appropriate for states and regional
comprehensive centers (RCCs) and responsive to their immediate
and long-term needs

 

¥ High utility  to RCCs and state educational agencies (SEAs),
keeping up with recent research developments in assessment and
accountability and thereby supporting decision making and
improvement of student performance 



AACC Key Activities

¥ Review, analysis, and dissemination of evidence-based products,
services, etc. linked to key NCLB initiatives and goals

¥ Synthesis of evidence in a few selected, high need NCLB areas

¥ Strategic responses to requests from RCCs on high need NCLB
areas

¥ Response to ED requests on high need NCLB areas

¥ Limited development on high need NCLB areas determined by
both the AACC and ED as lacking in key information and products



AACC Review Process



AACC Strand 1:  Special Populations Objective

To provide resources to RCCs that will inform their
work with states regarding the assessment and
accountability of their special student populations (i.e.,
English language learners [ELLs], and students with
disabilities, including students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities) with respect to the
requirements of NCLB.

(i.e., Title I, Title III, 2 Percent Flexibility)



AACC Strand 1: Special Populations Deliverables

¥ Guidelines for the interpretation of regulations and implementation of
assessments affecting ELLs (Title I, Title III) and students with
disabilities, including those students with the most significant
cognitive disabilities (Title I, 2 Percent Flexibility)

¥ Vetted materials to support a capacity-building
workshop/presentation for groups of SEAs regarding alternative
assessments for special education students, to be sponsored by RCCs.

¥ Evaluation of the technical evidence of English language proficiency
assessments.

¥ Web-posting and dissemination of evidence-based products and
services.



AACC Strand 2:  Data Use Objective

To provide resources to RCCs that increase state and
local capacity to effectively use state, district, school,
and classroom data that improve educational outcomes.

(Consistent with ED priorities, a major emphasis of this
strand will focus on the use of Diagnostic Assessment
for instructional and program evaluation/review
purposes)



AACC Strand 2:  Data Use Deliverables

¥ Framework for Effective Data Use:  The framework will present a
multi-level model describing necessary elements in an effective data
use process and the general factors that are critical to success in each
element as well as for the overall process

¥ Criteria for Selection and Effective Use of Technology Data Tools:
This product will present a comprehensive set of criteria that states,
districts and schools can use in the selection and use of technology
data tools

¥ Criteria for Effective Use of Diagnostic Tests: The framework for
effective data use will be applied to the concept of to derive criteria for
the processes and the factors involved in selecting and using
diagnostic tests effectively to improve student achievement

¥ Web posting and dissemination of evidence-based products and
services



AACC Strand 3: Support for Quality Assessment
and Accountability Systems

To provide resources to RCCs and identified states to
implement quality assessment and accountability
systems consistent with NCLB requirements.



AACC Strand 3: Support for Quality Assessment
and Accountability Systems Deliverables

¥ Primer to assist states in deciding whether to apply for
the pilot accountability growth model program

¥ Assist states to revise assessment systems based on
results of the NCLB Peer-Review Process


